Analysis of human major histocompatibility complex antigens by electrophoretic methods with subsequent immunoblotting.
A fast, simple, and sensitive technique is described for the biochemical analysis of human MHC class I antigens. It is based on 2-D electrophoresis or 1-D isoelectric focusing, followed by immunoblotting. The need for radiolabelling of the cells is eliminated, and because whole cell lysates can be used the number of cells needed for analysis is reduced tenfold over conventional immunoprecipitation techniques. The method can also be used to analyze certain MHC class II antigens.